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TO 


Dr. WOODHOUSE 


At NOTTINGHAM. 


8 1 R, 


HE following Diſcourſe was 
ſo favourably received by 
many that heard it, and the 

printing of it was ſo particularly de- 
fired by your ſelf, that I determined 
(upon recollecting ſome things that 
paſs d) to ſend it you as ſoon as I 
could get leiſure to tranſcribe it. 
Pleaſe to accept it as a Teſtimony of 
my ſincere reſpect; hoping it will 
do more good under your manage- 
ment, than in being longer kept a- 
mong my too uleleſs ſtock of Pa- 
pers. Es 
I do not write in the ſtyle of a 
Dedication, Had I attempted to do 
ſo, you would have pointed me no 
doubt to the moſt honourable Mar- 


A 2 qu ifs, 


(4) | 
guiſs, at whoſe houſe I took my 
leave of you. But I conſider my 
ſelf as writing a free friendly Let- 
ter. And therefore I ſhall only add, 
that as your many civilities call for 
the moſt grateful acknowledgments, 
ſo do they both oblige and incline 
me to with moſt affectionately the 
Proſperity of your ſelf and family, 


Kin, 


Sir, 


Your very humble Servant, 


_— 237 8. W RIGHT. 
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1 Cox. viiitr. latter part. 


Knowledge puffeth up, but Charity 


edifieth. 


T was a great ſnare among the firſt 
Chriſtians, and an occaſion of very many 
and great diſorders in the Church of 
Corinth, that an affectation of wiſdom, and 
boaſting of the endowments of their under- 
ſtandings, took place of their regards to good- 
neſs, and was more minded than the right 
conduct of their Tempers. From hence 
aroſe thoſe conteſts about their Teachers, 
that had almoſt broken their communion. 
One extolling the gifts and excellencies of 
Paul, another thoſe of Apollos, and ſome 
being vehemently affected toward Cephas. 

From theſe pretences, of one man ex- 
ceeding another in ſome points of Know- 
ledge and Wiſdom, aroſe many looſe opi- 
nions, and very corrupt practices, which St. 
Paul in this Epiſtle particularly ſets himſelf 
to correct. It is very probable, that many 
things which the Apoſtle here writes, are 


ſet 


(6) 


ſet down as direct anſwers to ſome queſti- 
ons, Or caſes, upon which the Church at 
Corinth had deſired his judgment and direc- 
tion. This is plainly intimated, not only 
concerning the things contained in the fore- 
going chapter, but in this chapter, and in 
others that follow. Ir is expreſsly put upon 
their riting to St. Paul, that he gave them 
his advice in the caſe of marriage, and a 
ſingle life. In the caſe of ſeparations alſo 
where perſons were married, and in their 
continuing in the ſame ſtation or calling 
wherein Chriſtianity found them, he refers 
to their Letter. Now concerning the things 
whereof ye wrote unto me, begins the chapter 
where theſe particulars are conſidered. 

In a like manner, the caſe decided in this 
chapter is firſt ſet down in general, as if it 
was a ſubject offered by thoſe that wrote to 
him upon the particulars abovementioned. 
Now as touching things offered unto Idols. In 
his going upon this, he begins, Ve know, 
And no ſooner has he mentioned the word 
Know, but he is gone in a Parentheſis upon 
that ſame knowing that they were ſo apt to 
| boaſt of; which yer he tells them ought 
not to be followed or truſted to, either in 
the point he was going to write upon, or 
any other, without charity or love to Gop 
and man. We know, I was going to ſay, 
that an Idol is nothing in the world; but the 
| work you make about meer knowing _ 

end and 
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and the conceit of knowledge that there is 
amongſt you, firſt leads me to turn upon 
this knowing itſelf. Ve know that we all 
bave Knowledge, Every one has Knowledge 
of Religion ſufficient to conduct him, if he 
will attend to it, in what is revealed and 
made known concerning the things offered 
to Idols. This is a point clear to the mean- 
eſt Chriſtian, one of whoſe firſt leſſons is, 
that Gop is a Spirit, and therefore to be 
worſhiped in ſpirit and in truth; by which every 
one may know that Idols can have no man- 
ner of reference to ſuch a Being ; and in- 
deed are nothing more than juſt the very 
wood, or ſtone, or metals dug out of the 
earth, that they appear to be. Yea, where 
true Knowledge is wanting in a right ap- 
plying this part of divine Revelation ; yet 
every one imagines that he has Knowledge 
enough to decide this matter, upon princi- 
ples of Philoſophy, or upon ſome commonly 
received maxims amongſt yourſelves, and by 
the force of your natural reaſon. Yes, 


when I fay we know, every body will take 


up that word, and ſay, We all have Know- 
ledge : Both we that ea? things offered to Idols, 
and we that dare not eat them. Let me add, 
as if St. Paul had ſaid, two or three paſſages 
worth your regard about Knowledge, before 

I go on with the argument. 
Knowledge puffeth up, but Charity ediſieth. 
And if any man think that he knoweth 24 
N | thing, 


180 
thing, he knoweth nothing yet as be ought to 
know. But if any man love Gop the ſame 
is known of him, Here are three admirable 
directions given for the right valuing and 
uſe of Knowledge, with reference to your 
different practice. (I.) To conſider that 
without Charity it is no way profitable, but 
an occalion of pride and vanity. (2.) That 
what men are moſt concerted of, and think 
they know beſt, yet, if it be not under the 
conduct and ordering of love, their Know- 
ledge is not right, They know nothing yet as 
they cugl to know, while they are puffed up, 
inſtead of doing good with it. (4.) That 
| the Love of Gop will produce ſucb Know- 
ledge from him, and of him, as ſhall pre- 
vent pride, and giving offence, and ſcandal 
for his ſake. It will teach you to know az 


Gop knows, ſo as to do good and not evil 


with your Knowledge to any creature, 
Thus, if any man love Gop, the ſame 1s 
known and approved of him. 

It concerns us in this age, as much as at 
the time when this Advice was firſt given, 


to regulate our Knowledge by uſefulneſs | 


and love ; and to temper and qualify thoſe 
pretences to wiſdom and learning, of one 
kind and another, which now run fo high, 
by theſe Rules of Charity. 

Let us therefore obſerve what is hers ſaid 
of the vanity and hurtfulneſs of the greateſt 

DE without Charity. Whereas 
Charity, 


['S 7 


Charity, with a little Knowledge; will do a 


great deal of good. Knowledge puffeth up, 
but Charity edifieth. N 


Here we may conſider, I. The Apoſtle's 
meaning and defign in the uſe of theſe ex- 
preſſions. II. We may take occaſion to 
make a compariſon between Knowledge and 
Charity, when /eparate, as to their intrinſic 
worth. III. Say ſomething briefly on the 


great happineſs of their being united, or o- 
ing gry; 


I. Let us attend a little to the ſenſe and 
meaning of the Apoſtle in theſe expreſſi- 


ons. Knowledge puffeth up, but Charity edi- 


fieth. 
The word here rendered puffeth up 


ſometimes underſtood of being loaned as 
with ſomething venomous ; and alſo of be- 
ing diſtended or ſwelled with breath or 
wind, when any thing is blown into for 
that purpoſe. So that St. Paul would have 
thoſe men that boaſt of Learning and Sct- 
ence of any kind, to be inſtructed by this 
general obſervation or caution : That Know- 
ledge is not only unprofitable and vain, but 
really poiſonous and hurtful, when it is not 
directed to the purpoſes of love and good- 
neſs. Science eaſily bloats and lifts up the 
_ and temper to pride and high N 
Oc 


eie) 


Not that Knowledge in its own nature 
doth thus neceſſarily operate. For all true 
Knowledge is from Gon; and where there 
is a juſt ſenſe of his being the Author of it, 
no man can be inſolent, and proud of his 
Knowledge, be it of what kind it will. 
But otherwiſe Knowledge may be uſed as 
Mine is, either tocheer and to give a right ſpirit, 
and vigour of mind; or to intoxicate, and make 
men mad and outrageous with their own 
conceits. Knowledge may be uſed as Riches 
are, either to make others about us eder, 
and better, and more regularly diligent; or 
to oppreſs and over-reach them, and make 
them vicious, and one way or other to do 
continual violence and miſchief. Know- 
ledge may be uſed as Health is, either to 
effect and bring about great and laudable 
undertakings, by might and art; or to pro- 
duce great diſorders, and a fot hardineſs in 
vice and folly, Thus Learning or Know- 
ledge is like other gifts of Gop that are in 
themſelves indifferent, but are capable of 
being made by our uſe of them, either very 
good, or very bad. 

Some have applied this only to human 
Science, which, as it prevails in one kind or 
other without Charity, is very apt to elate 
the minds of Men, and puff them up one 
againſt another. Such effects are obſerved 
to be continually produced by great critical 
Knowledge and Skill in Languages, and by 


2 y/ical 
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phyfical Knowledge and curious ſearches into 


the Phenomena of nature, and by great ar- 


tainments in mathematical Knowledge, ſuch 
people having generally mean thoughts of 
others. So alſo political Knowledge, in 


the management of the affairs of States, 
and Kingdoms, and Societies, is very apt 


to pu Men up and to make them ſlight the 
ts and intereſts of lower and private 
perſons, except where Relation, or their 


own perſonal Intereſts appear to be con- 


cerned. 
But then it ought alſo to be obſerved, 


that this is applicable alſo to divine Know- 


ledge, and to thoſe Revelations that are im- 
mediately from Gop himſelf, as well as to 
buman Science. To theſe things the Apoſtle 
refers in 13th ch. of this epiſtle to the Corin- 
thians, ſhewing that all theſe were of no real 


worth without Charity. Scripture Knowledge 


itſelf may ſwell and bloat the temper, in as 
criminal and poiſonous a manner, as the other. 


For thus the Apoſtle ſets the gift of Pro- 


phecy, and e org divine Myſteries, in 


the very ſame place that he does the Know- 


ledge of Languages and Sciences. If the 
uſe of all be not directed by Charity, or a 


fincere love to Gop and Man, they are no- 


thing. And when he is ſpeaking of thac 


| Knowledge which was his own peculiar 


boaſt and glory, above other Apoſtles, the 


| Revelations which he had from Jesvs 


B 2 CuRisT 
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Cur1sT in Heaven; he then carefully re- 


cords the Diſcipline by which he was kept 


from being puffed up. Left I ſhould be ex- 
alted above meaſure, through the abundance of 
the Revelations, there was given to me a thorn 


in the fleſh, the meſſenger of Satan to buffet 


me, left I ſhould be exalted above meaſure X. 


He mentions it Zw:ce, as an evil that Gop 
was intent upon preventing and guarding 
againſt. _ „** 

Let Knowledge, therefore, be applied ei- 


ther to human improvements, and exerciſes 
of Reaſon, or to divine Revelations, it is 
vain and hurtful without Charity. 


But on the other hand, Charity edifieth. 
A Charitable Man is not content with what 


he knows, and enjoys, that he may thereby 
draw regards to himſelf only; but he uſes 
and directs it to a common good. He does 
not ſwell inwardly, and become great in 
his own eyes, but ſhews eſteem, and flows 
communicatively unto others. He imparts 
wiſe thoughts, right words, and heaven] 

diſpoſitions ; and theſe attended with good 
actions, for the advantage of all with whom 
he hath to do. Knowledge if alone doth 
priff up, and make a ſhow of ſomething, 
and a boaſt about its own worth; but Cha- 
rity ds up, and actually does the moſt be- 
neficial things for the good of ſocieties, and 


® 2 Cor. Xii. 7. 


families, 


ſaid, thou ſhalt pull them down, 


{23 } 


families, and particular perſons. The word 


edify is taken from the Old Teſtament, 
and is moſtly uſed by St. Paul, in the New 
Teſtament writings. We read in the eib 
Scriptures of a Man's butlding up the bonſe of 
his brother. Of the houſe of Jae! being 
built up: Of a wiſe Woman building up her 
houſe, and the like. When the declining: miſe- 
rable ſtate of a people is there deſcribed, it is 
and not 
build them up. Thus when it is faid that 
Charity edifieth, or buildeth up, the meaning 
is, That it is ever effecting ſome good, ad- 
vancing, ſtrengthening, relieving perſons and 
families; building up one thing or other, 
to promote the welfare of ſouls or bodies. 
Thus much may ſerve for the firſt head, 


the explication of this general maxim in the 


apoſtolical ſenſe of it, Knowledge os up, 


but Charity ed, fieth. 


3 
II. We may from hence take occaſion 


to make a compariſon between Knowledge 
and Charity as to their real worth, when 
ſeparately conſidered. 

They are both certainly e to hap- 
pineſs, and ſuited to the different capacities 
and powers of the mind of Man, and there- 
fore ſhould not be /eparated. But becauſe 
in fact they are ſo, it may be of ſome uſe 
to take a view of them where they are di- 
vided and oppoſed. Upon 


(14) 
Upon this foot, we may proceed in mak- 
ing the compariſon between Knowledge and 
Charity in the following particulars. 


1. Charity is ſomething good in :tſelf, ſo 
good and excellent, that it cannot exiſt in 
an evil mind: Knowledge is not ſo, but only 
according to the application of it, is either 


good or bad. Knowledge may either be in 


a Devil, or in an Angel. The one, the 


Knowledge of Devils, makes that pride 
which we call the pride of Lucifer. The 


other, the Knowledge that is in Angels, 
makes them condeſcending and full of good 
works, and kind miniſtrations. Even as the 
Som of Gop himſelf, came not to be mini- 
ſtred unto, but to miniſter. 

Knowledge may dwell in beings as di- 
ſtant as Heaven, and Hell. Charity, on 
the other hand, with all the uniting prin- 
ciples of goodneſs, ſubſiſts in good ſpirits 
only, and flows intirely from Gop. For 
Gop 7s /ove. The Devil may infuſe ſome 


kinds of Knowledge, and he knows more | 


than can be learnt from all human ſciences, 
and in our {low ways of inſtruction ; but a 
diabolical ſpirit cannot infuſe benignity and 
good-will, a reigning gratitude and charity, 
theſe come only from heaven. 


2. Charity is an active, efefive thing; 


Know- 


ried to ſomething very ill. 


( 15) 


Knowledge of itſelf carries nothing into 


action, 

He that is poſſeſſed by a ſpirit of love 
and goodneſs, may perform ſome of the 
moſt uſeful and beneficial things in the 
world, in obedience to the will, and in 
compliance with the orders or deſires of 
another, But he that glories in Knowledge 
only, has no heart to active ſervices ; no, 
not to obſerve the orders of the ſupreme 
Being himſelf, ſo much as to reaſon and 
debate about them, and to ſpeculate wherein 
their wiſdom lies, and what purpoſes are 
ſerved by them in the conduct and actions 
of others. Thus while Charity is effecting 
things, Knowledge may be only ſpeculating, 
and talking, and boaſting about its own re- 


preſentations of them. 


Vea, the compariſon here may be car- 
Knowledge 
may oppoſe Love that builds up, by con- 
triving to deſtroy, diſunite and break things, 
and by pulling all to pieces. Knowledge with- 
out love does 70 good, yea many times does 
the greateſt hurt. But Love, without ſci- 
ence or learning doth much good, and 
builds up many things in the world. And 
one uſeful good action, is worth ten thou- 
ſand meer ſpeculations. 


3. Knowledge may thus ſubſiſt, ſeparate 


From Charity; but Charity is never content 


0 
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to ſubſiſt it hout Knowledge. Kriowled 8 3 


does not infer, and draw after it, works of 
Love and Charity by ſuch a conſtant con- 
nexion, as Benevolence produceth Know- 
ledge. Becauſe Love will make a perſon 
conſult and ſtudy thoſe things that are ne- 
ceſſary to build up what it is ſet upon. 


For this reaſon it appears very plain in 
a multitude of inſtances, that thoſe who 


begin 1n religion upon a principle of Good- 
nels, or of Devotion and Love, are more 
conſiderable and eminent in their after uſe 
of Knowledge, and in building with it, 


than thoſe that begin with high conceits 


and affectation of Knowledge are, in their 
attaining to any conſiderable degrees of 
Love, or of the edifying part of Charity. 
For Z 


4. Charity does more to enlarge a Re- 


deemer's kingdom, and to promote the 


converſion of ſouls, than meer knowledge 


does. | 
In this caſe I would not be thought fo 
weak, as to ſuggeſt that light and love are 
ſeparated in mens converſion to Gop; or 
in the after planting and ſpreading of re- 
ligion : But upon the compariſon, I fay, 
that more 1s done to bring a ſoul thoroughly 
to Gop, and to a ſenſe of Religion, by 
Love and Charity, than by meer Know- 
ledge. 


cc 
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ledge: This I find very particularly owned 
by a noted Writer in the laſt age, and very 
movingly recited and recorded in his own 
caſe. After ſeveral ways of acquiring 
Knowledge, that Author ſays, It pleaſed 
e Go to give me one intimate companion 
« who was the greateſt help to my ſeri- 
« oufneſs in Religion that ever I had be- 


fore; we walked together, we read to- 
« gether, we prayed together, and when we 


could we lay together. He having been 
e brought out of great diſtreſs into pro- 


« ſperity, and his affeQtions being fervent, 


« though his Knowledge not great, he 
« would be always ſtirring me up to dili- 
« gence, devotion, and attention to uſeful 
& books. He was the firſt that ever I 
« heard pray out of the pulpit extempore, 
© (i. e. without a form) and that taught 
« me ſo to pray. And his Charity and Li- 


« berality was equal to his Zeal, ſo that 


« Gop made him a great means of my 
c good, who had more Knowledge than 

+4 but a colder heart.” Thus Charity 
ſtands confeſſed, and applauded, as ſuperior 
to Knowledge, in carrying the heart and 
ſpirit moſt powerfully and effectually, from 
things ſenſible and ſinful, ro Gop and things 
eternal, 


F. Charity will be applauded and re- 


warded 


warded by Mercy in the future judgment 
day, but Knowledge alone will aggravate 
mens condemnation. 

The proceſs in CHRIS T's judging the 
world, when he ſhall come as the Son 
of Man and all the holy Angels with 
him, and when he ſhall be ſeated on the 
throne of his glory, and all nations ga- 
thered before him, is deſcribed as if men 
were to be rewarded or puniſhed, accord- 
ing to the evidences given either of their 
abounding in Mercy and Charity, or of 
their being deſtitute of ſuch proofs, Matth. 
xxv. latter end. Whereas it is peremp- 
torily declared by our Saviour, that the 
* ſervant which knew his Lord's will, and 
prepared not hi 575 neither did according to 
his will, ſhall be beaten with many ſtripes. 
And again, our Lord tells the Phariſees 
when they ſcornfully aſked him, Are we 
blind alſo? That if they were blind they 
ſhould have no fin +, compared with what 
they then had in not believing on him: 
| But now ye ſay we ſee, therefore your fin re- 
maineth. : 


Upon this brief compariſon of Rnow- 


ledge and Charity, if they are made to ſtand 
ſeparate, and oppoſed to one another, Know- 
| ledge appears (however it may puff men 
Luke zn. 47. 


+ John ix. | 49, 4l. | 
up) 
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up) to be a vain, deceitful, hurtful thing; 
doing no good to men themſelves, nor build- | 


ing up any good for the ſalvation of the 
ſouls of others; but rather adding to the 
guilt of men, and fo increafing their fu- 
ture condemnation. Whereas Charity is 


the very temper of heaven, effective of 
many uſeful and good works in the world, 


leading to Knowledge, greatly promoting 
the converſion and falvation of ſouls, and 
ending at laſt in a ſcene of univerſal applauſe 


and joy, 


III. From hence let us proceed to ſay 


ſomething, on the great happineſs of Know- 
ledge and Charity being united, and going 


together. 


Then is the Man and the Chriſtian com- 


plete, when he is 9% to direct and for- 


ward all the efforts of Love and Charity, 
and when he 1s charitable and benevolent in 
following after and uſing all the attain- 


ments of wiſdom. When there is a mind 


thoroughly furniſhed for, as well as a heart 


ſteadily inclined to all good works. If love 


be fincere and genuine, it will long after 
further improvements by uſeful Knowledge; 
and if Knowledge be diyine, and faving, it 
will work by love, 


C 2 Some 
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Some, when they behold the ill things 
that are ſet on foot and juſtified by Learn- 
ing, againſt all the rules of uſefulneſs and 
active ſervices, ſet themſelves againſt all ſci- 
ence. Ir was once thought neceſſary to the 
welfare and proſperity of the Romans, that 
all Philoſopbers ſhould be baniſhed from 
Rome: And ſome there are, who perhaps 
pride themſelves as much in deſpiſing many 
kinds of ſcience, as others do in attaining 
them. But this is certainly a very great 
extreme. To deſpiſe Knowledge, is one 
way of mens deſpiſing their own fouls, 


which Gop hath made with capacities for 
underſtanding, as well as for uſeful and ge- 
nerous diſpoſitions. And without Knowledge 


(ſo far as the right diſcharge of any duty 
calls for it) the heart cannot be good. 7 

- On the other hand, ſome lay fo great a 
ſtreſs upon high advances in ſcience, and 
upon the ſtrength and improvement of their 
_ underſtandings, that they look with con- 
tempt on the man who ſpends his time 
and abilities in uſeful actions, and in offices 
of benevolence, and in the lower though 
neceſlary labours of life. Thus by preten- 
ces to ſuperior Wiſdom, and greater Know- 


ledge or Learning, many good men are put 


out of countenance in the things to which 
they are moſt ſuited, and in their attempts 
to do good in ſociety. And all the thanks 

5 „ mey 
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they have for applying their thoughts and 


time to what will be ſerviceable to others, 
rather than to a Knowledge that ſhall lift 
up themſelves, is, to be called weak though 
awell-defigning men. Me A po, 4 
But now conceive of Goodneſs and 


| Charity when guided and ſtrengthened by 
Knowledge, and then think of Knowledge 


contriving to ſhew itſelf in the moſt uſe- 
ful and charitable actions. — What an 
idea, what a notion of happineſs. does this 


give us! If ever Gop bring mankind to a 


proportionate ſenſe of theſe things, they will 
then know how to value each in their place, 
and will enjoy a heaven upon earth, The 
more any man abounds in 49h theſe, the 
more he. reſembles Gop, the more happy 
will he be in himſelf, and the greater hap- 
pineſs to all about him. 1 

How much ſhould it be our rejoicing to 
think that we are taught of Gop thus to 


exerciſe ourſelves, as thoſe that look for a 


world and ſtate where Knowledge and Love 
ſhall know no ſeparation, or oppoſition ;_ 
but where they will mutually advance and 
improve each other throughout endleſs 
ages? 


Upon the whole, we may draw the fol- 
lowing INFERENCESs from what has been 


1, We 
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1. We ſhould learn to ſet a juſt value up- 
on both theſe things, Knowledge and Chari- 
cy. Wiſdom and Love, are the ways by 
which minds enjoy one another, and are 
made comfortable and delightful. en 

All the ways by which one mind can be 
a happineſs or a bleſſing ro another, are, 
either by communicating wiſe thoughts, or 
ſoothing and pleaſing affections, or by ex- 
citing lively and vigorous reſolutions there- 


upon. By wiſe thoughts, I mean the diſco- 


veries of things ſome way uſeful, and thar 
entertain and are agreeable to the under- 
ſtanding ; ſuch things, that the mind feels a 
ſatisfaction in having them made known to 


it. By pleaſing affections, I mean expreſſi- 


ons of eſteem and value, with a giving and 


receiving benefits and kindneſſes as proper 
evidences thereof. By theſe communicati- 
ons of wiſdom and goodneſs, a man's Hpirit 


is raiſed and quickened to build up one good 


thing or other, by himſelf, or by uniting 


his ſkill and ſtrength with thoſe that excite 
it. This giving of ſpirit and reſolution, 1s 
then only a happineſs, when it 1s given by 


wiſe thoughts, and good affections. For o- 


therwiſe a great deal of ſpirit excited ig 
ways of folly, or in mens enmity to one 
another, becomes ruinous and deſtructive. 


Now 
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Now what a wretched miſtake of happi- 
neſs are thoſe minds and tempers gone into, 
that place it wholly in noiſe and ſpirit ? That 
make a ſcoff and jeſt of wiſe and ſober con- 
verſation, or that bluſter and throw away 
the grateful teſtimonies of love and affecti- 
on? How direQly oppoſite to true felicity 
muſt the courſe of thoſe men be, who pro- 
mote and delight in continual diverſons that 
diſperſe the thoughts? Or in drinking and 


ſottiſhneſs that darkens and blinds the un- 
derſtanding? Or in rude and ill uſage of o- 


thers, and in deftroying all good affections 
and friendly diſpoſitions? Or, that other- 
wiſe, fink into a dull, indolent, unactive 
ſtate. 

Where happineſs is compleat, there wiſ- 


dom and love are in continual nion, and 


both exerting themſelves in right and grate- 


ful employments, without any diſorder or im- 


8 Such felicity, indeed, can only 
e expected in heaven, where the viſeſt 
thoughts, and the nobleſt affections, are the 
uninterrupted entertainment and guide of 


ſaved ſouls, But if we expect to partake of 


that happineſs above, we muſt have minds 
ſuited to it, and preſſing after it, as CHRIST 
hath taught us here below. Only this we 
are to obſerve carefully, that our embodied 
ſtate is not capable of carrying us ſo far 
into infallible and complete Knowledge, as it is 
of railing us toward the per,/ection of love. 
| " Therefore 


þ PI. x * ; 
* y 
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Therefore this is the ſpecial- command- 
ment of CHRIST, that his Diſciples ſhould 


love one another. This is the very ſoul and 
ſpirit of Chriſtianity, the new. creature of 


the Goſpel, Faith working by love. A ſpirit 


transformed from its firſt hateful and hating 
nature, into all the diſpoſitions of goodneſs, 
benignity, and charity, 1s the true ſpirit of 
a Chriſtian. To bring men to this, is the 
great aim and deſign of the Goſpel. | 
In attaining this chriſtian love, the pooreſt 


creature for Knowledge (only ſuppoſing it | 


to have the common principles of piety, 
juſtice, and righteouſneſs) may be more pro- 
| fitable to the world, more pleaſing to Gop, 

and have more of heaven in itſelf, than the 
greateſt Sciolift,, or the man who abounds in 
all kinds of Knowledge, and wants this good- 
neſs of diſpoſition. 


2. We ſhould much rather chooſe the ſo- 
ciety and intimacy of thoſe that are remarks 


able for Charity, than of men that are conti- 
nually affecting to ſhew their Knowledge. 
We ſhall find much greater advantage in 
our attending to religion, and ſhall be in a 
much better temper and ſpirit for practiſing 
all the duties of it, by keeping company 
with thoſe that are of the moſt peaceable, 
friendly, benevolent diſpoſitions, than by aſ- 
ſociating with thoſe that are ever railing diſ- 
pPutes 


9 


putes about meer notions and differing opi- 


nions; or with thoſe, that place all their 
religion in talking only, without the proper 


actions and evidences of love to Gop and 
man. 


I am verily perſuaded that nothing has 


been more deſtructive to ſerious piety, and 


has more hindered the uſefulneſs of good 


people, than exciting an emulation to ſhew 
great attainments in Knowledge, rather than 
great Goodnefs and Charity. For, this af- 


fectation of excelling in points of ſcience and 


learning, gives many and great occaſions 
for pride and paſſion. It cheriſheth thoſe 
endleſs contentions, which Charity and 


Goodneſs would prevent, or ſubdue. 


Where any get the better in a point of 


| ſcience, they are apt thereupon to grow 


contemptuous of one that they eſteem a 
weak brother. Thus whilſt their own ſpt- 
rits are deſtroyed by vanity and contempt ; 


the weak alſo are deſtroyed, by the conti- 


nual /tumb/ing-blocks that are thrown in 


their way; and the common enemies of 


both triumph, in deſtroying their unity and 


good affection to one another. Obſerve it 


carefully and you will find, that as ſoon as a 


conteſt ariſes who ſhall be thought the J. 
and moſt &nowrng, thers is little concern to 
excel in any acts of Goodneſs and Charity, ei- 
ther to one another, or to the reſt of the 
world. 
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For theſe reaſons (as well as others that 
might be mentioned) we ſhould chooſe the 
company of thoſe that excel in charity, and in 
the diſpoſitions of goodneſs, rather than thoſe 
that excel in the arts of ſpeculating, and that 
make it their continual aim to appear con- 
. fiderable on that account. 


3. We ſhould be more concerned to in- 
creaſe the number of converts to real good- 
neſs, than to any opinions or points of ſcience 
in the world. 

I have ſometimes read that reproach from 
the pen of a Gentleman upon the generality 


of Preachers in our day, with a concern not 
to be deſcribed, becauſe I think there is 


much of truth and piery in it.“ Many, 


very many (ſays he) will repent at leiſure 
« for having ſo officiouſly intruded upon the 
« chaige of conducting others, before they 
% had once begun themſelves to walk in 
« the paths of life. In this their corrupt 
e ſtate, what they preach to others is no- 
e thing bur empty ſpeculation, and fine 
« fooleries under the appearance of witty 
« or acute reaſonings. Whereby they may 
« jndeed charm the ears of Auditors that 


« are drowned in the fame ſpirit of vanity, 


« but will never pierce the heart of a fin- 
« ner, fo as to awaken him out of his deep 


cc drowbfinels. and to make him think in 


* good carneſt of making his peace with 
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Gop. Fine ſpeculations will not tranſ- 
form the nature, and beat down ſtrong holds 
of fin, and produce an holy uſeful Life. 
This is the reaſon we ſee by ſad experience 
that the hearts of Men are little changed, 
and that the world continues to walk on 
merrily in the broad way of deſtructi- 
on, notwithſtanding the vaſt number of 
Preachers that abound every where. The 
Devil laughs (as that Author goes on) at 
meer notions of Orthodoxy itſelf, while 
real Goodneſs is wanting, and the endea- 
vours of Men are not turned aright to feek 
the advancement of - this new nature ac- 
cording tothe Goſpel: The gaining Men 
to opinions is making a party only, but 
making a convert to real goodneſs is ſavin 

a ſoul. And one ſuch inſtance will be bet- 
ter in the ſight of Gop, and in our own 
future account at laſt, than a making the 
ſtrongeſt and greateſt party that ever was 
upon earth. ! 


In the /a/? place, we ſhould ſer the final 


judgment of Gop, againſt all the puft up 
thoughts and judgment of Men. 2855 


There are, I know, many bold and ſhame- 


ful appeals to the juſt Judge of all things, 
when there is neither true Knowledge to ſup- 
port them, nor a prevailing diſpoſition of 


Goodneſs and Charity. But theſe ſhould 


not diſgrace or diſcourage any good Man 
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* refering bimſelf to the Tate of al 
the earth, when he ſees others governed 
more by a vain Mind, a Knowledge that 

1 up, than by a Charity that edifieth. 

t us not in ſuch caſes give way to reſent- 
ment and paſſion, but keep ſteddily to the 
rules of Benevolence and Good-will, - and 
then we may ſafely leave our ſelves with 
Govp, and unto Gop may commit our cauſe. 


To cloſe all: There is a Kingdom and 

World above us, where Love and Goodneſs, 

Light, and Life, are diffuſed from the great 

1 Fountain of All, through the ever bliſsful 
1 Region; the hope and expectation of which 
ſhould bear up our ſpirits under all the dif- 
advantages of this unhappy world, of dark- 
neſs, ſelfiſhneſs, and ſtrife. May the great 
Spirit of Life and Holineſs in Chriſt Jeſus 
fir us for, and preſerve us to that glorious 
State, where! both Knowledge and Goodnefs 
ſhall. be in the vemos periettion and that 
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